Petroglyph

Petrogl yph National Mnunent was set aside in 1990 to protect and preserve one of the | argest petrogl yph

concentrations in North Anerica and i s nanaged cooperatively by the National Park Service and the Gty

of A buquerque Qpen Space Dvision. It features nore than 25,000 highly fragil e petrogl yph i nages pecked

into dark boul ders a ong the vol canic cliffs of the Vst Mesa escarpnent. Petrogl yphs are cultural inages
Sy pecked intorock surfaces that canstill bevienedintheir origina context. They possess deep spiritual

j{’\j significance for today’ s Ruebl o I ndi ans and ot her nati ve peopl es. The nost heavily visited and easi |l y
(ﬁi—‘f@ % accessi bl e petrogl yphs in the national nonunent are found here at Boca Negra Ganyon. To protect these
-ﬁ*"‘f é pet rogl yph resour ces and naxi nize enj oynent during your visit to Boca Negra, pl ease renenier :
s
/'/ % ° Do not touch petrogl yphs—body oil s can nar them
"// ° Vandal i smi s a serious federa crine.
F4 ° Sayontrailstoprevent erosion
° Refrai n fromrenovi ng rocks, plants, or resources of any kind.
° Rets are not al | oved.
° Respect | ocal cultural groups as you enjoy your Visit.

The Vst Mesa escarpnent is a 17-nmlelong cliff of dark basalt boul ders created by si x vol cani ¢ erupti ons

occurring about 130, 000 years ago. Wen the vol canoes erupted, |iquid | ava+angi ng between 5 and 50 f eet
t hi ck—H owed down ol d arroyo channel s, forning peni nsul as, and then fl owed around hills that have si nce
eroded anay to formcanyons. This unusual geol ogi cal | andscape i s cal | ed reverse topography. Later flows
of thicker lavaforned the nowextinct vol cani c cones to the west that can be seen fromthe nesa top.

During the mllenniathat have foll owed the | ava fl ows, softer soils under the basalt caprock have eroded

so that boul ders have broken anay and tunil ed down to create the escarpnent edge. Véter, sun, heat,
col d, and nicrobial action have oxi di zed mineral s inthe basal t, producing athin patina of dark desert

var ni sh. Vtien peopl e have pecked or chipped intothis dark surface to create petrogl yphs, they have
exposed the | i ghter-col ored rock beneath. Miny ol der petrogl yphs have begun to darken over the centuri es.

The val cani ¢ escar pnent contai ns sandy soi | s and a ri cher habitat than the surroundi ng desert | andscape.
Aw der variety and greater nunber of plants, insects, birds, andreptiles are found here-hichinturn
have attracted people tothe area fromearliest tines.

A ants conmonl y seen here are four-w ng sal tbush, sand sage, rabbitbrush, snakeweed, indigo bush,
oot w | dfl overs, Indianricegrass, and other dune-1oving fl overs and grasses. A so present are havks, ows,
g & turkey vul tures, roadrunners, flycatchers, and awde variety of mgratory birds, alongwth rabbits, snakes,
lizards, and nil|ipedes. Gecklists of floraand fauna species are available at thevisitor center.

Nb one can say for sure what nany petrogl yphs portray. Native peopl es nay hol d conpl ex and w del y
varying interpretations of nany i nages, dependi ng upon context. Sonetines i nages are identified on

5 the basi s of contenporary cultural interpretations. It is not aways appropriate to evenrevea the
fi / g&{% neani ngs of i nages.
Fiid
3“ §£ 5 Archeol ogi sts bel i eve that nany petrogl yphs i n the R o Gande val | ey—ncl udi ng those i n the Ganyon
N Trail area at Boca Negra—date back at | east 3000 years. Rel ative ages can be estinat ed on the basi s of

the darkness of theinage, its style or content, and conpari sons wth prehistoric pottery designs or val |
pai nti ngs.

Per haps 90%o0f the petrogl yphs in the nonunent were created using the Ro Gande styl e, which
devel oped about A D 1300, and continued until the end of the 1600s. Duringthis period, the loca
popul ation increased rapi dy, and adobe puebl o vi |l ages were constructed al ong the river andinthe
foothills of the Sandia Muntai ns. | nages of the Ro Gande styl e i ncl ude hunan figures such as fl ute
pl ayers or dancers; nasks and nasked fi gures; hunan hands and feet; aninal s incl udi ng nountai n | ions,
birds, serpents, reptiles, insects, andaninal tracks; spirals, four-ponted stars, and geonetric desi gns.




Peopl e have lived inthe Ro Gande val l ey for over 10,000 years. FHrst cane nonadi ¢ hunti ng and
gathering tribes, followed around A D 500 by peopl es who constructed the first agricultura villages.
Early dwel Iings were snal | underground structures cal | ed pithouses, but by AD 1000, peopl e vere
const ructi ng above ground bui | dings wth nul tipl e roons cal | ed puebl os.

Asevere drought struck the Southwest between A D 1275 and 1300, causi ng the peopl e to gather in areas
that of fered pernanent water sources and good farnhand, such as the Ro Gande val l ey. They built
nuner ous adobe puebl os—sone of themtwo or three stories tall—en both sides of theriver, and rai sed
crops and donesti cated ani nal s such as turkeys and dogs. They al so devel oped newtypes of pottery on
whi ch gl aze paints were applied tored or tan backgrounds. These early Puebl o peopl es were the direct
ancestors of Puebl o I ndi an peopl es who still live along the Ro Gande, and i n western New Mxi co
and eastern Ari zona.

Franci sco Vasquez de Goronado | ed the first European expeditionto contact Pueblovillages inthe
Sout hwest, and spent the wnters of 1540-1542 al ong the west bank of the Ro Gande. Soon, conflicts
w th the newconers began to frighten the l ocal native peopl es anay. |n 1598, Juan de (iat e brought the
first col onists to NewMxi co. Between 1610 and 1680, H spanic settlenent of the Ro Gande val |l ey
increased, and forner Indian|ands were dividedintoland grants. I'n 1680 Puebl o I ndians united in a
revolt that drove out Spani sh col onists. The Spani sh returned to New Mexi co i n 1692 and soon
thereafter, the Arisco Land Gant was established for settlenent inthe Ro Gande Val |l ey. Shepherders
fromAtri sco carved nany i nages of Christian crosses, sheep, and |ivestock brands al ong the
escarpnent. The Atrisco conmunity retains ties tothe escarpnent, tothe nesatop, and tothe |l ands at
the sout hern end of the nonunent .
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Wiat is today the Boca Negra unit of Petrogl yph National Mnunent was original ly established in 1973
as Indian Retrogl yph Sate Park. Athoughit contains fewer than 5%of al | petrogl yphs inthe national
nonunent, the Boca Negra unit isthe nost heavily visited facility. The trails i n Boca Negra Ganyon have
been desi gned to provi de opportunities for view ng petrogl yphs, and to reduce i npacts on the
escarpnent. Three paved trails (Msa Roint, @Qiff Base and Micaw of varying difficulty provi de waysi de
signsthat interpret inages andtheir context. Restroons, vater, andpicnic shelters arealso available. A
fourth unpaved trail inthe upper area of Boca Negra (Ganyon Trail) offers visitors a nore secl uded and
strenuous hi ke.

Boca Negra i s only one of the three geographic units dividingthe 7,236 acres of Retrogl yph Nati onal
Monunent . The P edras Marcadas unit is the farthest north, and contai ns nany petrogl yph i nages t hat
arerelatively easy to reach, although parki ng has not yet been devel oped inthe area of Gl f Gurse
Road and Paradi se B vd. R nconada Ganyon, withinthe Atrisco unit, provides atrailhead wth restroom
and offers nore secl usi on than other units but requires a 2%nil e round-trip wal k over unpaved trails to
reach the | arge petrogl yph concentrations at the head of the canyon. No water nor services at R nconada
CGanyon. The vol canoes can be reached fromPaseo del Vol can by a noder at el y strenuous hi ke over
inproved but unpaved trails. Mst parts of the national nonunent can only be reached on foot, and
visitors are advi sed to a ways bring hi ki ng shoes, hat, sunscreen, and vater, andtolet others know
before setting out. Any hardshi ps encountered in visiting the nore renote areas of the nonunent are
of fset by the countl ess revards to be had.
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